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Abstract: “Change is the only thing which is constant in nature”. Hence this should be our guiding star to adhere 
and adapt changes primarily in ourselves and then with areas and people around us.Education largely contributes 
to one’s thought process. If one is invested in knowledge his thought process enhances his horizons and paves the 
way to march ahead progressively. Education is the only vital factor which can balance any institution whether it 
would be one of marriage, one of society or one of religion. It is important to know the attitude of the young 
generation towards modernization; therefore the researcher felt the need to study this topic. The process of 
modernization is the only ingredient which adapts and welcomes any change with open arms.   
The major findings of the study are- There is a significant difference in the marriage dimension of modernization 
scores of commerce and arts. A significant difference was also observed between science and commerce. While no 
significant difference was observed in marriage dimension of modernization scores between arts and science. 
There is no significant difference in the education, position of women and socio- religious dimension of 
modernization scores of commerce and arts, science and commerce and arts and science. The youth of tomorrow 
are the future of any country and they are responsible towards the growth, development and progress of the 
nation. 
Keywrods : Attitude towards Modernization, Dimensions of Modernization - Marriage, Education, Position of 
Women and Socio- religious dimension of modernization. 
Indian society has traditional heritage of 
consistency. This legacy has been passed on from 
our ancestors and we have very obediently 
followed these norms. None of us have ever strived 
to vent our thoughts on bringing in changes 
befitting the present times. Whoever has initiated a 
change however positive has always met with 
grave social resistance irrespective of weighing the 
pros and cons of the issue. 
“Change is the only thing which is 
constant in nature”. Hence this should be our 
guiding star to adhere and adapt changes primarily 
in ourselves and then with areas and people around 
us. 
The biggest fear factor that grips and 
retards our growth is the social arena and our 
religious fear hinders our progress. It is the most 
unwarranted and hopelessly futile fear which 
emerges from our personal inhibitions. It is easily 
attributed to religion. If one is invested in 
knowledge then any social commitments like 
marriage cannot prove an excuse or a deterrent 
factor to one‟s evolution or growth. It becomes 
imperative to exercise a charitable disposition so 
that we can spread the wings of our thoughts to 
help others soar great heights. Marriage is a choice 
a person makes either under social pressure or to 
combat with one‟s insecurities. It is a social form 
of partnership solemnized and legally accepted in 
society to give your progeny legitimate status 
which is socially acceptable. Every spouse should 
allow the others the freedom to experience, to 
grow, to evolve and to contribute to the family and 
society without restrain. 
“Men shall work and women shall weep” 
has been a known maxim since centuries. Today‟s 
times require individuals irrespective of gender the 
right to educate, to work, to express one‟s views to 
evolve to champion the cause of justice and to be 
the pillar of strength in this male chauvinist society.  
Education largely contributes to one‟s 
thought process. If one is invested in knowledge his 
thought process enhances his horizons and paves 
the way to march ahead progressively. Education is 
the only vital factor which can balance any 
institution whether it would be one of marriage, 
one of society or one of religion. It is important to 
know the attitude of the young generation towards 
modernization; therefore the researcher felt the 
need to study this topic. It studied the different 
dimensions of modernization like marriage, 
education, position of women and socio- religious. 
The dimensions of modernization of marriage 
covered aspects like imparting sex education and 
its impact, co- education schooling, and education 
only for knowledge and not for vocation. The 
marriage dimension covered aspects like horoscope 
to be seen before marriage, freedom in choice of 
partner and intermingling of sexes before marriage. 
The position of women dimension covered the 
education of women, voting rights, right to 
remarriage and employment of women in all type 
of work. The dimension of modernization on socio- 
religious covered aspects like No need for parda 
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system, intermingling of different castes with one 
another, Pilgrimage leading to purity of mind and 
soul, effects of caste system. It brings about a wider 
scope where petty redundant issues which have 
been prevalent over years don‟t hinder either 
evolution or modernization. In short the process of 
modernization is the only ingredient which adapts 
and welcomes any change with open arms.    
Need of the Study 
Due to globalization the whole world has 
become boundary less and changes in one part of 
the world are visible in the whole world in no time. 
In India we see that changes in society are first 
visible in big cities and then in the smaller cities 
and then even the villages are not left unaffected. It 
is seen that traditional Indian culture has undergone 
drastic change and there has been change in values 
which were present in our society since last many 
centuries. The process of modernization has a great 
impact on individual and society as it involves 
transformation of social, political and economic 
organizations. Modernization involves social 
change; which leads to progress in many fields. 
With the acceleration in the speed of social change 
the status of individuals and families has undergo 
change. 
The population of India especially 
Mumbai comprises of youth or the younger 
generation which plays a major role in changing 
the social order. Therefore the researcher felt the 
need to study the dimensions of modernization.  
Concept of Attitude towards Modernization  
Modernization is a continuous process and 
its impact is visible around us. It is a change in 
values, norms, institutions and structures. It leads 
to a transformation of lives of all. Modernization 
need not be exterior change; need not necessarily 
modernize an individual. The adaptation has to be 
from within. Modernization should be in ideology.   
 It involves transition from traditional to a 
modern society i.e. to adopt modern ways of living 
based on rationality and scientific thinking. 
Modernization is a process of socio-cultural 
transformation. Modernization is a concept which 
includes processes like industrialization, 
urbanization and westernization. The change in 
these processes brings about modernization.  
Wilbert E. Moore defines modernization 
as “the „total‟ transformation of a traditional or pre-
modern society into the types of technology and 
associated social organization that characterize the 
„advanced‟, economically prosperous and relatively 
politically stable nations of the Western World”. 
When modernization spreads its roots in a 
society, it not only affects the structure of that 
society but also the values and attitude that are held 
by the members of that society. Social traditions 
and value systems are deep rooted. But as time 
passes, value change occurs.  A society needs to 
progress and move with the changing times. 
Modernization does not mean change in the attire 
of an individual but it‟s the change in attitude and 
behavior of an individual. 
According to Neil J. Smelser, the term 
modernization “refers to the fact that technical, 
economic and ecological change ramify through 
the whole social and cultural fabric”. It means 
giving, up old ways and traditions to recent or most 
recent ones.  
Values are the abstract ideals, positive and 
negative, not tied to any specific attitude, object or 
situation, representing a person‟s beliefs about 
ideals, mode of conduct and ideal goals. Instead of 
being governed by tradition or custom, society 
comes to be governed according to abstract 
principles formulated for that purpose. Traditional 
religious beliefs often decline in importance, and 
distinctive cultural traits are often lost. 
Political dimensions of modernization 
involves creation of a modern nation state and the 
development of key institutions – political parties, 
bureaucratic structures, legislative bodies and a 
system of elections based on universal franchise 
and secret ballot.  
Cultural modernization involves 
adherence to nationalistic ideology, belief in 
equality, freedom and humanism, a rational and 
scientific outlook.  
Economic modernization involves 
industrialization accompanied with monetization of 
economy, increasing division of labor, use of 
management techniques and improved technology 
and the expansion of service sector.  
Social modernization involves 
universalistic values, achievement motivation, 
increasing mobility both social and geographic 
increasing literacy and urbanization and the decline 
of traditional authority. 
The secular and scientific education acts 
as an important means of modernization. It helps in 
the diffusion of modern values of equality, freedom 
and humanism.  The importance of education can 
be realized from the fact that all modernizing 
societies tend to emphasize on universalization of 
education and the modernized societies have 
already attained it. 
 “Modernization as a complex process of 
“systematic transformation manifests itself in 
certain „socio-demographic‟ features termed as 
„social mobilization‟ and structural changes”, says 
Eisenstadt. 
Operational definitions 
1. Modernization- A process in which an 
individual adapts to modern ideas and 
methods and brings about a social change 
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in the society through the process of 
industrialization and urbanization. 
2. Attitude- A positive or negative way of 
thinking or feeling about an idea, object, 
person, or situation. 
3. Arts Students -Arts students refer to 
students pursuing their studies in 
economics, political science, sociology and 
history. 
4. Science students-Science students refer to 
students pursuing their studies in chemistry 
and zoology. 
5. Commerce students- Commerce students 
refer to students pursuing their studies in 
commerce. 
Aim of the Study -To study the dimensions of 
modernization of degree college students of arts, 
commerce and science streams. 
Objectives of the Study 
1. To identify the dimensions of 
modernization among degree college 
students of suburbs of Mumbai. 
2. To compare the dimensions of 
modernization among degree college 
students of suburbs of Mumbai.  
a. Marriage 
b. Education 
c. Position of Women 
d. Socio- religious 
 
Hypotheses of the Study  
1. There is no significant difference in the 
following dimensions of modernization 
among arts, science and commerce 
degree college students of suburbs of 
Mumbai: 
a. Marriage 
b. Education 
c. Position of women  
d. Socio- religious 
Sample and Tool of the Study 
 The sample for the present study 
comprised of 104 final year degree college students 
of a college in the suburbs of Mumbai, pursuing 
their studies in arts science and commerce. 
A standardized scale developed by R.S. Singh, 
A.N. Tripathi and R.Lal of modernization was 
used. The scale was administered in accordance 
with the instructions given in the test manual.  The 
scale consists of 32 items in four sub areas (Socio- 
religious, Marriage, Position of women and 
Education). Each sub area contains 8 items of both 
types, positive and negative.  The response of each 
statement of the tool is in 6 point scale- extremely 
agree, strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly 
disagree and extremely disagree. The scores to be 
awarded for each item are in the range of 1 to 6. 
For positive statements scoring pattern followed is 
(6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1). For negative statement scoring 
pattern followed is (1, 2,3,4,5 and 6) 
Nature and Composition of Sample 
The study comprises of Degree College students 
from arts, science and commerce streams. The total 
number of students from arts was 36 where 31 were 
female and 5 males. The total number of students 
from science was 30 where 23 were female and 7 
were males. The total number of students from 
commerce was 38, where 20 were female and 18 
were males.  
Statistical Analysis-ANOVA was used for 
comparing the mean scores of different areas of 
modernization (Marriage, Education, Position of 
Women and Socio Religious scores) among degree 
college students of different streams. In case of 
significance, „t‟-test was used for further analysis. 
 
Findings & Discussion 
 
 
 
Dimensions  Source 
of variation 
Df Sum of 
Squares 
Mean Square 
(Variance) 
Tabulated F Obtained  
F-ratio 
LOS 
0.05 0.01 
 
Marriage 
Among 
Means 
 
2 
 
589.98 
 
294.99  
3.09 
 
4.82 
 
9.21 
 
0.01 
Within Groups 
 
101 
 
3233.52 
 
32.02 
 
Education 
Among 
Means 
 
2 
62.60 31.30 
3.09 4.82 1.24 NS 
Within Groups 101 2558.62 25.33 
Position of 
Women 
Among 
Means 
 
2 
73.46 36.73 
3.09 4.82 1.46 NS 
Within Groups 101 2535.76 25.11 
Socio 
Religious 
Among 
Means 
 
2 
166.64 83.32 
3.09 4.82 2.65 NS 
Within Groups 101 3171.52 31.40 
  
Asian Journal of 
Multidisciplinary Studies 
ISSN: 2321-8819 (Online) 
           2348-7186 (Print)  
Impact Factor: 0.92 
Volume 3, Issue 6, June 2015 
                  
    
 
                                                                       Available online at www.ajms.co.in  130 
Findings and Conclusion 
 From the above table it is seen that F ratio 
for the scores on marriage as the dimension of 
modernization of the degree college students based 
on faculty is greater than the tabulated F-ratio at 
0.01 level. Thus the null hypothesis is rejected. 
However, the F ratios for the scores on dimensions 
of modernization on education, position of women 
and socio-religious scores are less than the 
tabulated F-ratio at 0.01 level. Thus the null 
hypotheses are accepted in these cases.  
Discussion - It can be concluded from the above 
table that, there is a significant difference in the 
marriage dimension of modernization scores of 
degree college students on the basis of their 
streams. There is no significant difference in the 
education dimension of modernization scores of 
degree college students on the basis of their faculty. 
This implies that the degree college students of 
Arts, Science and Commerce do not differ 
significantly in their education, position of women 
and socio-religious scores of modernization. The 
reason could be that students from arts, science and 
commerce are still bounded by the patriarchy 
beliefs. The students from arts, science and 
commerce do not understand the impact and 
importance of education that can bring social 
change in society. The curriculum does not reflect 
values like equality, respect and freedom for 
women and gender related issues. 
The following table shows the relevant statistics of 
comparison of mean scores of Modernization on 
the basis of streams (Arts, Science & Commerce) 
Table 2: Relevant Statistics of comparison of Modernization on the basis of streams 
{Los= Level of Significance} 
 {For df =60 to 69, Tabulated‘t’ is equal to 2.00 at 0.05 level and 2.66  at 0.01 level For df =   70 to 79, Tabulated 
‘t’  is equal to 2.00 at 0.05 level and 2.65  at 0.01 level } 
Findings of the ‘t’- Following are the findings of„t‟ test done between the different streams ( Arts, Science & Commerce) 
Variables Streams  N M SD t l.o.s 
Marriage 
Arts 36 38.03 4.91 
0.88 NS 
Science 30 39.17 4.36 
Arts  36 38.03 4.91 
2.32 0.05 
Commerce 38 35.16 4.66 
Science  30 39.17 4.66 
3.15 0.01 
Commerce 38 35.33 4.72 
Socio Religious 
Arts 36 33.53 4.72 
0.85 NS 
Science 30 35.53 7.24 
Arts  36 33.53 4.72 
0.91 NS 
Commerce 38 32.39 4.86 
Science  30 35.53 7.24 
1.28 NS 
Commerce 38 32.47 4.98 
Education 
Arts 36 36.39 5.42 
075 NS 
Science 30 35.33 4.23 
Arts  36 36.39 5.42 
1.20 NS 
Commerce 38 34.55 5.23 
Science  30 35.33 4.23 
0.49 NS 
Commerce 38 34.67 5.36 
Position of Women 
Arts 36 40.92 5.09 
0.20 NS 
Science 30 41.20 4.54 
Arts  36 40.92 5.09 
1.10 NS 
Commerce 38 39.32 5.28 
Science  30 41.20 4.54 
1.17 NS 
Commerce 38 39.53 5.31 
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Marriage Dimension of modernization with 
reference to Streams ( Arts, science and 
Commerce)  
1. The mean scores of arts students are 38.03and 
mean scores of science students are 39.17. The„t‟ 
test score is 0.88 which is not significant. That 
means that there is no significant difference in the 
scores of marriage dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the basis of 
streams 
2. The mean scores of arts students‟ are38.03and 
mean scores of commerce student‟s are35.16. 
The„t‟ test scores is 2.32 which is significant at 
0.05 level. That means that there is a significant 
difference in the marriage dimension of 
modernization scores of degree college students on 
the basis of streams 
3. The mean scores of science students are 35.53 
and mean scores of commerce students are 32.47.  
The„t‟ test scores is 3.15 which is significant at 
0.01 level. That means that there is a significant 
difference in the marriage dimension of 
modernization scores of degree college students on 
the basis of streams 
Socio Religious dimension of modernization 
with reference to Streams ( Arts, science 
&Commerce) 
1. The mean scores of arts students are 33.53 
and mean scores of science students are 
35.53. The„t‟ test score is 0.85 which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the socio -
religious dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the 
basis of streams 
2. The mean scores of arts students are33.53 
and mean scores of commerce students are 
32.39. The „t‟ test scores is 0.91  which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the socio -
religious dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the 
basis of streams 
3. The mean scores of science students are 
39.17and mean scores of commerce 
studentsare35.33. The „t‟ test scores is 
1.28  which is not significant. That means 
that there is no significant difference in 
the socio- religious dimension of 
modernization scores of degree college 
students on the basis of streams. 
Education dimension of modernization with 
reference to Streams( Arts, science 
&Commerce) 
1. The mean scores of arts students are 36.39  
and mean scores of science students are 
35.33. The „t‟ test score is 0.75 which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the Education 
dimension of modernization scores of 
degree college students on the basis of 
streams    
2. The mean scores of arts students are36.39 
and mean scores of commerce students are 
34.55. The „t‟ test scores is 1.20  which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the Education 
dimension of modernization scores of 
degree college students on the basis of 
streams 
3. The mean scores of science students are 
35.33 and mean scores of commerce 
students are 34.67. The „t‟ test scores is 
0.49  which is not significant. That means 
that there is no significant difference in 
the Education dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the 
basis of streams. 
Position of Women of modernization dimension 
with reference to Streams( Arts, science 
&Commerce) 
1. The mean scores of arts students are 40.92  
and mean scores of science students are 
41.20. The „t‟ test score is 0.20 which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the Position of 
Women dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the 
basis of streams 
2. The mean scores of arts students are 40.92 
and mean scores of commerce students are 
39.32. The „t‟ test scores is 1.10  which is 
not significant. That means that there is no 
significant difference in the Position of 
Women dimension of modernization 
scores of degree college students on the 
basis of streams 
3. The mean scores of science students are 
41.20 and mean scores of commerce 
students are 39.53. The„t‟ test scores is 
1.17  which is not significant. That means 
that there is no significant difference in 
the Position of Women dimension of 
modernization scores of degree college 
students on the basis of streams. 
Discussion & Conclusion 
There is a significant difference in the marriage 
dimension of modernization scores of commerce 
and arts. A significant difference was also observed 
between science and commerce. While no 
significant difference was observed in marriage 
dimension of modernization scores between arts 
and science. The reason may be that many 
marriages in the society are disrupted due to 
desertion, separation or divorce and are aware of 
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the adverse effect. Students from arts field deal 
with theory papers on human relations and 
commerce deals with examples from daily life 
situations. Science subject also gives an in depth 
study about humans. 
There is no significant difference in the education, 
position of women and socio- religious dimension 
of modernization scores of commerce and arts, 
science and commerce and arts and science. The 
reason could be caste system is one expression of 
social hierarchy. Status is based on ascription 
rather than achievement. Indian society, from the 
beginning, has been patriarchal and the ascendancy 
has been unquestionable. The curriculum of these 
streams may not include topics like women 
empowerment, social reforms, social change and 
education. It does not create awareness and 
sensitization of these topics on the above 
mentioned dimensions of modernization. The youth 
of tomorrow are the future of any country and they 
are responsible towards the growth, development 
and progress of the nation.  
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